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SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL INTERVIEW 

1. ABIDJAN-BASED VOIX DE L'AFRIQUE IN ITS JANUARY ISSUE CARRIES 

AN "EXCLUSIVE" INTERVIEW WITH MALIAN PRESIDENT TRAORE AS PART OF 
ITS COVER STORY ON MALI. THE INTERVIEW, REPRINTED BY MALI’S 
OFEICIAL DAILY L'ESSOR A DAY AFTER VOIX DE L'AFRIQUE WENT ON 
SALE IN BAMAKO, PROVIDES UNCUSTOMARILY PRECISE ANSWERS TO 
QUESTIONS ABOUT MALTS INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL POLITICS. THE 
USUALLY RETICENT AND INACCESSIBLE PRESIDENT MADE THE FOLLOWING 
OBSERVATIONS OF INTEREST: 

2. ON THE NEW POLITICAL PARTY. PRESIDENT TRAORE SAID THAT 

THE INSTITUTIONS FORESEEN IN MALTS 1974 CONSTITUTION (COMMENT: 
THE PRESIDENT AND HIS GOVERNMENT, THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY AND 
THE JUDICIARY. END COMMENT) ALL STEM EROM THE NEW UNION 
DEMOCRATIQUE DU PEUPLE MALIEN. YET THE CENTRAL ORGAONS OF THAT 
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PARTY, THE NATIONAL COUNCIL AND EXECUTIVE BUREAU, WILL NOT BE 
INSTITUTED UNTIL THE END OF THE TRANSITIONAL PERIOD, OR 
JUNE 2, 1979. THE PRESIDENT ALSO NOTED THAT SINCE THE PARTY 
WOULD JOIN THE EFFORTS OF ALL ELEMENTS OE THE POPULATION, AND 
SINCE THE MILITARY CURRENTLY HELD POWER IN MALI, THE ARMED 
FORCES COULD BE EXPECTED TO PLAY A PARTICULAR ROLE IN THE 
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NEW PARTY. 

3. ON SOUTHERN AERICA. THE PRESIDENT SAID THAT EORCE WAS NOT 

THE ONLY SOLUTION TO SOUTHERN AFRICAN PROBLEMS. MALI COULD ONLY 
REJOICE THAT THE GENEVA CONFERENCE ON RHODESIA 
WAS TAKING PLACE. NONETHELESS, IF THE CONFERENCE FAILED, THE 
NATIONALISTS WOULD TAKE BY FORCE WHAT WAS ARBITRARILY DENIED 
THEM IN GENEVA. IF WHITE REGIMES REMIN INTRANSIGENT, 

VIOLENCE COULD ENGULF ALL OF SOUTHERN AFRICA. 

4. ON REGIONAL AFFILIATIONS. THE PRESIDENT SAID THAT 

ECOWAS AND CEAO ZARE COMPLEMENTARY ORGANIZATIONS. MALI WAS 
VERY SATISFIED WITH THE RESULTS OF THE LOME CONFERENCE. 

5. ON THE NEW ECONOMIC ORDER. UNCTAD-NAIROBI WAS A FAILURE, 
ACCORDING TO THE PRESIDENT, BUT ECONOMIC CONFERENCES OF THAT 
KIND DID HAVE A POSTIVE SIDE IN THAT THE DEVELOPING STATES 
COULD MAKE THEIR PROBLEMS KNOWN WITH ONE VOICE. THE NORTH- 
SOUTH DIALOGUE IN PARIS WAS .SIMILARLY STALLED, BUT THE PRESI- 
DENT WAS OPTIMISTIC THAT THE CURRENT ECONOMIC ORDER WOULD 
EVENTUALLY BE CHANGED. 

6. COMMENT: THE INERVIEW PROVIDED, THE THE FIRST TIME, 

ELEMENTS OF A CALENDAR FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF MALI'S NEW 
PARTY. IT IS NOW CLEAR THAT THE RULING MILITARY COMMITTEE 

IS NOT GOING TO SHARE POWER BEFORE THE END OF ITS FIVE-YEAR 
TRUSTEESHIP. THE INTERVIEW PROVIDED AS WELL THE FIRST OFFI- 
CIAL MENTION OF THE ARMY'S FUTURE ROLE IN THE PARTY ORGANIZA- 
TION. 
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7. ON THE INTERNATIONAL FRONT, THE PRESIDENT'S STATEMENT ON 
RHODESIA IS THE MOST MODERATE MALIAN PRONOUCEMENT TO DATE, 
CONTRASTING SHARPLY WITH THE OBSERVATIONS OF MFA DIRECTOR 
GENERAL HALIDOU TOURE, WHO IN PRIVATE CONVERSATION SAW THE 
GENEVA CONFERENCE AS A PLOY TO DELAY PROGRESS TOWARD INDEPEND- 
ENCE. MALI, ONE OF THE LAST SIGNATORIES OF THE ECOWAS 
PROTOCOLS, IS APPARENTLY NOW AN OFFICIAL PARTISAN OF INCREASED 
REGIONAL COOPERATION. 

8. WE ARE POUCHING MAGAZINE TO AFAV. 

BYRNE 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 

NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS COMMENTS, POLITICAL SITUATION, FOREIGN POLICY POSITION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 30 DEC 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: coburnhl 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976BAMAKO04751 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D770001-0134 
From: BAMAKO 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t1976121/aaaaaauj.tel 

Line Count: 108 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: coburnhl 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 26 APR 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <26 APR 2004 by BoyleJA>; APPROVED <12 AUG 2004 by coburnhl> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PRESIDENTIAL INTERVIEW 
TAGS: PFOR, PINT, ML, (TROARE, MOUSSA) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



